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PART I 
STA~AENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The purpose of this study is to write a history of West 
Hartford, Connecticut, for third grade. 
In the social studies program of West Hartford, there is 
a great need for reading material with high interest and low 
vocabulary. 
A questionnaire concerning this problem was sent to thirty-
three third grade teachers and thirty-five second grade teachers 
in West Hartford. The responses to this questionnaire in-
dicated that the greatest need in third grade social studies 
program is a history of West Hartford, written at the third 
grade level. 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The first book reviewed was Local History - How to Gather 
It, Write It, and Publish It, by Donald Dean Parker, revised 
and edited by Bertha E. Josephson, published by Social Science 
Research Council, New York. 
Writing for Young Children, by Claudia Lewis, published 
by Simon and Schuster, New York, was very helpful for informa-
tion concerning the style of writing that appeals to children. 
Our City - Grand Rapids, Michigan, written by a committee 
of teachers in the Grand Rapids Public Schools and illustrated 
-1-
by the elementary school children of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
was very interesting and helpful. This book was published by 
the Board of Education, Grand Rapids, Michigan. This publica-
tion is organized in a very simple way to include such topics 
as: Our City at the Beginning, Our City Growing, Our City at 
Work, Our City at Play and Study, and Our City and You. The 
style seems to be one that would be appealing to elementary 
school children. 
History Stories of Lynp, retold and illustrated by the 
pupils of grades four, five and six of the Lynn Public Schools 
under the direction of Helen J. Piper and Mabel A. French, was 
published by the Lynn School Committee, Lynn, Massachusetts. 
This book, in contrast to ~ur City - Grand Rapids, Michigan, is 
more extensive in its coverage and includes such topic·s as: 
Before the Coming of the White Man, Early Explorers of Our 
Shores. The remainder of the book follows a similar pattern 
and differs only in the facts therein and other minor details 
of organization. 
Let's Go -A Guide to Educational Trips is a book of com-
munity study which was collected and organized by the Elemen-
tary Social studies Committee. This book serves as a source of 
references of field trips and excursions for the schools of 
Schenectady, New York. 
Viewing Our City by Hazel L. Kaster, published by Louis-
ville Public Schools, Division of Curriculum and Research, con-
tains very interesting stories about Louisville. The activities 
are centered around a family group. This group visits local 
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historical and important parts of the city. 
A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School Children by Henry 
D. Rinsland, published by The Macmillan Company of New York, 
was consulted to check the vocabulary level. 
The following materials were used as a basis for the facts 
included in the stories of this thesis: 
History of West Hartford by William H. Hall, a publication 
sponsored by the West Hartford Chamber of Commerce, printed by 
James A. Reid, Hartford, Connecticut, was an excellent source 
for background upon which to build stories for children. 
The West Hartford Story by Richard N. Boulton and Bice 
Clemow, illustrated by Matt Klim and published by the West Hart-
ford Publishing Company, consists of seventeen stories telling 
of the beginnings and growth of West Hartford, Connecticut. 
This book was compiled for distribution on the occasion of the 
West Hartford Centennial, 1954. This book served as an excel-
lent source for background material, also. 
The West Hartford News - Centennial Souvenir, published 
June 3, 1954, had many interesting historieal articles. 
During the Centennial celebration of West Hartford in June, 
1954, a pageant was produced by representative groups from the 
various schools of West Hartford. The script for this pageant 
was helpful for background material. 
Many newspaper articles from the West Hartford News and 
Hartford Times provided information. These were available from 
the files of the Noah Webster Public Library in West Hartford, 
Connecticut. 
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Research done by the writer in the Connecticut State Lib-
rary in Hartford disclosed the same materials already available 
in the local public library of West Hartford. 
PROCEDURE 
In order to discover the interests of the children and 
their vocabulary level, the writer visited two third-grade class 
rooms to ask questions, such as: 
1. How many were born in West Hartford? 
2. How many have moved to West Hartford from another com-
munity? 
3. If you were to read some stories about West Hartford, 
about what would you like to read? 
4. What would you like to learn about West Hartford? 
5. Do you know any stories about West Hartford? Could you 
tell us? 
From the children's responses the writ~r attained a general idea 
for story content as well as the vocabulary level. 
Five of the ten stories were tested by third grade classes. 
Four third grade teachers tested the stories "The Beginning of 
West Hartford, Connecticut," and "A Visit to the Museum." Two 
of tbe same third grade teachers tested "The Indians were Here," 
"The First White Man to Live in West Hartford," and "Noah 
Webster." 
After the classes had read, discussed and participated in 
the activities of the story, the classroom teacher answered the 
following questions: 
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1. Did the children have any special dif'ficulty with the 
reading of this story? 
2. Did the story hold their interest? 
3. After reading and discussing this story with the chil-
dren, did the children show any desire toward any fur-
ther activity? If so, what? 
4. Were there any outstanding questions asked by the chil-
dren? 
5. Have you any suggestions which might help the writer of 
this story to improve future stories? 
For the first story only, a sixth question was added: 
6. Do you consider your class one with a normal range of 
ability for third grade? (Approximately what range of' 
reading ability is represented in your group?) 
To show how each story was corrected, the writer will 
demonstrate with the f'irst story, "The Beginning of West Hart-
ford, Connecticut." Under Activities (before the story is read), 
a teacher recommended that the word mentioned should be added 
to the word list. · A matching test was too dif'f'ieult f'or the 
third grade as the children had not had enough background ma-
terial, so the activities at the end of' the story were changed. 
The ideas for the changes were obtained from responses to ques-
tion 4. Some children wanted to know the cause of' volcanoes. 
The responses to question 3 indicated that some children 
were interested in reading more information about volcanoes, 
glacier~, reptiles, and dinosaurs. Others wanted to start a 
rock collection .• 
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The matching test was eliminated, and activities concern-
ing the children's interests were added. From the questionnaire 
the writer learned that generally the pupils showed: 
1. A great deal of interest in the stories. 
2. A desire to do further reading. 
3. Stimulated thinking by asking good thought questions 
after the stories were read. 
The teachers who tested these stories were very helpful to 
the writer through their suggestions which helped to improve 
. . 
the stories. 
In order to bring a more personal touch to this material, 
the writer made arrangements for interviews with descendents 
of two different families, namely, Miss Kate Whitman and 
Mrs. Louise Day Duffy. Their forefathers contributed greatly 
toward the history of West Hartford. Valuable information was 
contributed by Miss Ellen Larson of West Hartford. 
Since there is very little information recorded concerning 
the growth of the three Jewish congregations, constituting the 
Jewish faith in West Hartford, the writer conferred with Rabbi 
Abraham J. Feldman, one of the outstanding Jewish leaders in 
the community. 
Information concerning private schools of West Hartford 
was contributed by Miss Rose J. Wathley. 
In addition, several members of the West Hartford school 
faculty contributed valuable information which they bad acquired 
through their teaching and contacts in the community of West 
Hartford, Connecticut. 
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PART II 
THE HISTORY OF WEST HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
The Beginning of West Hartford, Connecticut 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
II. 
originated shale 
interested mentioned 
exciting neighborhood 
dinosaurs lava 
reptiles sandstone 
volcanoes conglomerate 
trap rock glacier 
Locate on maps: 
A. Children's Museum- map of West Hartford 
B. Connecticut River - map of Connecticut 
c. Northern part of the United States (Vermont, New 
Hampshire) - map of United States 
Introduction 
Here are some stories about the city in which you live and 1 
go to school. 
Have you ever thought about: 
1. How West Hartford originated? II 
2. Who the first people were to live in West Hartford? 
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3. Which Indians once lived in West Hartrord? 
4. Why we hear that famous name, Noah Webster, so much in 
West Hartford? 
5. How the people of long ago lived? 
M~~ Bill and their friends are the little people about 
whom you will read. Yes, Mary and Bill are in the third grade, 
too. They have an Aunt Jennie, whom they dearly love. Aunt 
Jennie has lived on North Main Street in West Hartford all of 
her life. So you see, Aunt Jennie knows many things about West 
Hartford that Mary and Bill do not know. These children do like 
to have Aunt Jennie tell them stories about their city. Yes, 
Mother and Daddy know many stories about West Hartford, too. 
Mary and Bill, their teacher, Miss Hosmer, and all the 
children in the third grade have real good fun in their class-
room, sharing their stories about the early days in West Hart-
ford. 
Well, we must get started with our story: 
"Mary, Billl Where are you?" That was Daddy's voice. 
Mary and Bill knew what it meant as it was Saturday evening, 
about seven thirty. Yes, it was bed time. 
"Oh, we've had a lot of fun today, Daddy," said Mary. 
"That's right, we have," said Bill, a s both of the children 
· cameskipping into the house. 
111'ine," said Daddy, "but it is time for bed now, and you 
may have some more good fun tomorrow, after a good night's rest." 
"Come, let's get ready for bed," said Mother, as she came 
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into the large living room. 
"We will," said Bill, "but just one question." 
11 What? 11 said Mother. 
"While some of' the boys and I were playing Indians today, 
we saw some dif.ferent shaped stones in the back yard. We picked 
up some, and we wondered from where all of the stones and rocks 
• started," said Bill. 
"Oh, your .father can answer that," replied Mother. "I have 
heard him tell the story many times. Maybe you could have that 
for your bedtime story tonight," said Mother. 
As the children turned toward Daddy to ask the question, 
' he said, "Yes, I heard you talking to Mother. When you are 
ready .for bed, I'll be ready with the story." 
It did not take Mary and Bill long to get ready .for bed. 
As they curled up beside Daddy on the large so.fa, Daddy began, 
"Many, many years ago the Connecticut River was much larger 
than it is now. Dinosaurs walked along the muddy banks of' this 
river." 
"I know what those are," said Bill, "because we have 
studied about those at school when we were reading about 'Rep-
tiles of' Long Ago.'" 
"But, Daddy, how do people know that dinosaurs walked 
along the banks o.f the Connecticut River?" asked Mary. 
"Because their giant .footprints were .found," continued 
Daddy. "All of' this happened hundreds of' years ago. As many 
volcanoes came and went, the earth became a dif.ferent shape. 
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The Connecticut River changed its size, also. After three lava 
flows, many things happened to the earth. Clay hardened into 
shale. Where the lava flowed over sand, sandstone was formed. 
Where the volcanic rock rested on pebbles, the hardened bed was 
called conglomerate rock. Although this happened around the 
West Hartford neighborhood, it does not generally happen where 
there are volcanoes. 
ni would like to find some of these, 11 said Mary. 
"Maybe we have, Mary, but we did not know the name of what 
we found," said Bill. 
"I think you could see some of these stones the next time 
that you go to the Children's Museum," said Father. 
"Some places still have volcanoes, don't they, Daddy?" 
said Bill. 
"Yes," replied Father, "but they ·are far away from here." 
"Please tell us more," said Mary. 
"Well, do you children know what a glacier is?" 
"No," they replied. 
"A glacier is a large amount of ice and snow found in the 
valleys of mountains which moves slowly down the slopes until 
it melts and breaks off into icebergs," explained Father. 
"Many, many years ago glaciers moved over the northern 
part of the United States and West Hartford's earth was carried 
by the glacier from Vermont and New Hampshire." 
"So that is how all our earth in West Hartford was formed," 
said Mary, in a real sleepy tone of voice. 
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"I like that kind of story, Daddy, because it is true," 
said Bill. 
"Yes," said Father, "and there are many more stories about 
West Hartford that are true. But now, I see two faces that 
have sleepy eyes, so good night, my dears. More stories will 
be told some other time." 
"T-h-a-n-k y-o-u, g-o-o-d n-i-g-h-t, M-o-t-h-e-r a-n-d 
D-a-d-d-y," slowly came from Mary and Bill together. 
Then they slowly climbed the stairs for a good night's 
rest. 
Things to Do (after the story is read) 
1. start a rock collection. 
2. Try to find the names of the rocks in your collection. 
3. Find out more about reptiles. 
4. Find some stories about dinosaurs. 
5. Find out the cause of volcanoes. 
6. Draw some pictures of volcanoes and glaciers. 
13 
A Visit to the Museum 
Introductory Activities 
I. B!3fore the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
II. 
ancestors 
museum 
relatives 
originated 
Puritans 
Thomas Hooker 
Samuel Stone 
Locate on maps: 
A. Massachusetts - u. s. 
B. Connecticut 
-
u. s. 
c. England - globe 
D. Holland 
-
globe 
E. America - globe 
John Haynes 
pastor 
governor 
politely 
Massachusetts 
England 
map 
map 
Compare the distance of England to America with the 
distance from Massachusetts to Connecticut. 
A Visit to the Museum 
"Mary, that story that Daddy told us last Saturday night 
makes me want to find some o:f those rocks," said Bill one after-
noon as Mary and he were walking along the street. 
"Oh, Bill, I have an idea right now. A short walk up the 
street is the Children's Museum. Miss Stone, you know the lady 
there, probably would show us some of those rocks," said Mary. 
"That is a good idea, Mary. Letts go, 11 said Bill. 
14 
So the two children hurried up the street and into the 
Children's Museum they went. 
"Good afternoon," said Miss Stone, as she met the two chil-
dren in the hall. 
"Good afternoon, Miss Stone," said Mary and Bill. 
"You seem to be a little out of breath," said Miss Stone. 
"Well, we did hurry," said Mary. 
"Do you have any rocks here?" asked Bill. 
He told Miss Stone just why they hurried to the Museum. 
"Come right over here," said Miss Stone. She showed them 
just what they wanted to see. She answered all their questions, 
too. 
"How long have you been working at this museum?" asked 
Mary. 
"A long time," answered.Miss Stone. 
"Do you happen to know any stories about how West Hartford 
originated?" asked Mary. 
"My, but originated is a big word for you, Mary. What does 
it mean?" asked Miss Stone. 
"To me, it means started," answered Mary. 
"You are right," said Miss Stone. 
11 so you want to know how West Hartford started or began, 
do you? Well, I can tell you something about it," said Miss 
Stone. 
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You see, Miss Stone spent most of her time in the Children's 
Museum answering children's questions. This was her work. She 
was very happy when Mary ~s~ed _this qu~stion because she liked 
very much to tell the story of' "How West Hartf'ord Originated." 
The children found some chairs beside Miss Stone; then 
Miss Stone began her story -
"Yea,rs ago a group of people who called themselves Puri-
tans, came f'rom England to America." 
"I know the story about the Puritans as Miss Hosmer, our 
teacher, told us all about them just bef'ore Thanksgiving," 
said Bill. 
"I thought that you might have heard about the Puritans," 
said Miss Stone. 
"Well, from the Puritans who arrived in Massachusetts was 
i a group of' people who called themselves 'Mr. Hooker's Company,' 
11 af'ter their pastor, Thomas Hooker. Thomas Hooker was a great 
preacher. He would preach so long that many people became 
tired f'rom listening to him." 
"Maybe he used big words," said Bill. 
"Oh, I'm not sure,n said Miss Stone. "Maybe because his 
preaching just lasted too long at one time. Because he preached 
so much he was driven out of' England. He went to Holland and 
later returned to England before sailing f'or America. 
"on board the ship while sailing to America were Thomas 
Hooker, John Haynes (who later became Governor of Connecticut), 
and Samuel Stone, and many other people, of course. Hooker, 
Haynes, and Stone becmae good f'riends, because they thought 
alike." 
"Was that Samuel Stone your relative?" asked Mary. 
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"Yes," replied Miss Stone, "my last name did come from the · 
, samuel Stone family." 
"I wonder if we have any relatives who first settled in 
West Hartford?" asked Bill. 
"Maybe," said Miss Stone, "Many of our streets and parks 
' and some of our schools were named after some of the first 
settlers in West Hartford." 
"Please tell the rest of the story. What happened next?" 
Mary politely asked. 
Miss Stone continued, "This group of people landed in 
Massachusetts. Later some of the Hooker Company journeyed to 
Hartford. In those days this was a very hard journey. They 
1 traveled five and six miles a day, resting on Sunday." 
"I'll bet I know why it was a hard journey,n said Bill, 
"because there weren't any automobiles in those days." 
"That's right," said Miss Stone. "It took three weeks to 
make this journey. They drove one hundred sixty cattle and fed 
on their milk during the journey. Hartford was named after the 
Puritan town, Hertford, England, where the great preacher, 
Samuel Stone, was born." 
"You must be proud to think that Hartford was named after 
a place where one of your ancestors was born," said Mary. 
"I am proud,n replied Miss Stone. 
"At one time West Hartford was called 'West Division. 1 
Did you know that?" asked Miss Stone. 
11No, 11 replied the children together. 
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I 
I 
' 
"I wonder who some o~ the people were, when West Hart~ord 
was called 'West Division , ' " asked Bill. 
"I like this kind o~ story, Miss stone. Guess I'll be a 
history teacher in high school when I grow up," said Bill. 
"Speaking o~ teachers, Bill and Mary, your teacher, Miss 
Hosmer, knows a lot about the early settlers in West Hart~ord. 
She would be glad to tell you about them, I know," said Miss 
Stone. 
"We are glad that we came here to ~ind out about rocks, 
aren't we, Mary?" asked Bill. 
"Yes, we are," replied Mary. "We thank you, Miss Stone, 
~or taking time to tell us about the Hooker Company, too," said 
I Bill. 
"You are welcome," replied Mi sa Stone • . , "We are al Wa.ys 
very glad to have all children come into the Children's Museum 
any time." 
"Good-by, Miss Stone, we will be back," said Mary and Bill, 
as they started out o~ the door. 
Activities 
I. Review the story of the Puritans. Why did they come to 
America? 
II. Find out some names o~ some streets, parks and schools 
in West Hart~ord that were named after the early 
settlers of West Hartford. 
III. Visit the Children's Museum to learn more about rocks·. 
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IV. Ask people about other stories of early settlers in 
West Hartford. 
v. Draw some pictures of the early settlers making the 
journey from Massachusetts to Connecticut. 
The Indians Were Here 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings. 
II. 
roamed 
ice age 
wigwams 
protection 
warriors 
interesting 
area 
wounded 
Indian names to be learned: 
Sequins Hammonasset 
Mattabeseco Tunxis 
Massacos Poquonock 
Locate on map of Connecticut: 
A. Connecticut Valley 
B. Hartford 
c. Connecticut River 
D. Farmington 
natives 
attacked 
Colonel 
social studies 
Sequassen 
Tantonimo 
Scipio Two Shoe a 
The Indians Were Here 
It was Thursday. The time - just about twenty minutes of 
four. Two happy people, Mary and Bill, were coming home from 
school. They had enjoyed a wonderful day. Many interesting 
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and exciting things had happened. 
Bill said to Mary, "Mary, did you know that real Indians 
once lived in West Hartford?" 
"How do you know?" asked Mary. 
"Aunt Jennie told me all about them that day I went to 
visit her when you were sick," answered Bill. 
"Tell me about those Indians," begged Mary. 
"No," said Bill, "I guess I'll wait until tomorrow and 
share my story with the rest of our third grade during Miss 
Hosmer's social studies class." 
Well, Mary ~ust couldn't wait for tomorrow to come. Bill 
did share his story with Miss Hosmer and the third grade. 
This is the story that he told: 
"When the ice age ended and the land was ready for Man, 
Indians roamed across our country. Two main groups of Indians 
ended their journeys in the Connecticut Valley. They were the 
Sequins or River Indians and the Mattabesecs. The names 
Massacos, Hammonasset, Tunxis and Poquonock are Indian names 
which we hear now. These names came from some of the first 
Indians in Connecticut. 
11 The Indians lived in wigwams spread all about the area. 
' They lived on wild berries and fish. They caught fish from the 
Great River, which is now the Connecticut river. Many times 
they placed their wigwams closely together for protection from 
the early white people. The first winter some of the Indians 
moved back from the river to a higher and drier place. Some 
of the Indians stayed with tqe white men. 
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"The white people around the Hartrord settlement tried to 
be friendly with the Indians. The Indian chief, Good Hope 
(Sequassen), bad a hard time. He fought against the one-eyed 
chief, Tantonimo. Sequassen 1 s fort was attacked. Some warriors 
were killed and some were wounded. His wigwams were burned, 
and many of their belongings were taken. 
Scipio Two Shoes was the last Indian in the area to own 
any forest land. He became a servant to a Hartford Colonel 
Whiting, and in 1723 (that's more than two hundred years ago), 
he sold his land to his master. 
"Two years later there were only about thirty or forty 
Indian natives left. The rest had been killed in battle or bad 
gone to Farmington (near West Hartford) where they joined the 
Tunxis Tribe. From there on, the white people took over West 
Hartford." 
"My, but you certainly can. tell Indian stories very, very 
well, n said Miss Hosmer. 
"Thank you, Miss Hosmer," said Bill. "I like to hear and 
read about Indians, and maybe that is why I like to tell that 
kind of story." 
Yes, all of the third grade agreed with Miss Hosmer. Mary 
was very glad that she hadn't missed that social studies class, 
too. 
Activities (after story is read) 
1. Find the five new words (roamed, ice age, area, pro-
tection, warriors) in the story. Read each word in a 
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, phrase. Tell the meaning of the word in that phrase. 
Example: Indians roamed; when the ice age ended. 
2. Discuss other Indian names wbicb you might know about. 
Where did you bear it? 
What does it mean? 
3. Can you find other stories about Indians in West 
Hartford? 
4. Draw a picture of tbe part of the story that you liked 
best. 
The First White Man to Live in West Hartford 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before tbe story is read, teach new words and meanings. 
II. 
important 
encouraging 
settlement 
landowner 
Locate on maps: 
Farmington 
Middletown 
Quaker Lane 
Mountain Road 
Trout Brook 
West Division 
acres 
settler 
councilman 
- Map 
- Map 
- Map 
- Map 
- Map 
of 
of 
of 
of 
of 
North Main Street - Map of 
distant relative 
elder 
colony 
Connecticut 
Connecticut 
West Hartford 
West Hartford 
West Hartford 
West Hartford 
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The First White Man to Live in West Hartford 
Having heard about the Indians who had once lived in West 
Hartford made Mary and Bill think about the first settlers in 
West Hartford. 
One day Bill said to Aunt Jennie, "Who was the first white 
man to live in West Hartford?" 
"Well, Bill," answered Aunt Jennie, "I could answer that, 
but I know it will mean more to you if you would ask your 
teacher that question." 
The next morning before school started, Bill asked Miss 
Hosmer, "Do you know who the first white man was to live in 
West Hart.Uord?" 
"Yes, I do," answered Miss Hosmer. 
"Who was he?" asked Bill. 
"At the beginning of our social studies class I'll tell 
the story to the whole class, Bill," answered Miss Hosmer. 
Miss Hosmer did not forget. So, as the children seated 
themselves in a large circle, Miss Hosmer began her story -
"Many, many years ago (over 300 years), Thomas Hooker's 
Company came to Connecticut from Massachusetts. With him came 
a man by the name of Thomas Hosmer. Thomas Hosmer helped to 
settle the Hartford colony. 
"Thomas Hosmer had a son, Stephen, who was the first white 
settler in West Hartford. But the father played an important 
part in encouraging Stephen Hosmer to make this first settle-
ment. 
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"Thomas was born in Kent, England. When he was twenty-
eight years old he came to Cambridge, Massachusetts. When he 
came to Connecticut, he became one of the largest landowners 
and traders along the Connecticut River as far south as Middle-
town1 Connecticut. 
"In those early days, West Hartford was called West Divi-
sion. 
"Thomas Hosmer was interested in owning land in the West 
Division (West Hartford). So he sold all of his six hundred 
ninety-one acres, some of which were in East Hartford. He soon 
bought around ninety acres in the West Division. These ninety 
acres formed a narrow strip of land north of the Center. It 
went from Quaker Lane (then called the Commons) to Mountain 
Road near what is now Farmington. He kept adding land until he 
bad three hundred acres. 
"Thomas Hosmer built a dam where Trout Brook crosses North 
Main Street. Then he built the first house and first business 
in West Hartford, a sawmill for his son Stephen. 
"Stephen was then thirty-four years old. However, Stephen 
who became the town's first settler, did not do much to help 
West Hartford grow. Stephen did not have all of his father's 
interests, but he did all that he could to become a leader. He 
served his community as a Hartford "freeman," a sort of town 
councilman, for a number of years. 
"Thomas Hosmer was very pleased to own much of the land in 
the center of the new community called West Division. But 
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stephen was selling part of his land. 
11 The family first sold the ninety acres which was land 
nearest the Center. 
"Later, Thomas Hosmer went to Massachusetts to live. He 
lived there until his death. He left his house and land, in 
the part of Hartford called South Meadows, to his son, Stephen. 
Then Stephen sold a large part of his land in the West Division · 
and moved into Hartford. The families who bought the land from 
Stephen Hosmer were named Hooker, Whiting, Stone, Spencer, and 
White. 
"Stephen Hosmer's house was probably at 183 North Main 
street. 
"Stephen Hosmer died on November 4, 1693, at the age of 
forty-eight years old. 11 
All of the children had listened very quietly to Miss 
Hosmer's story. When :she had finished, Mary asked, "Miss Hosmer, 
could it be possible that the Stephen Hosmer about whom you have 
told us was one of your relatives?" 
"Yes, Mary, Stephen Hosmer was a very distant relative of 
mine." 
"How interesting!" said Bill. 
Activities {after story is read) 
I. Draw a map of West Hartford. 
Locate and write in the following: 
a. Trout Brook c. Mountain Road 
b. North Main Street d. Q_uaker Lane 
25 
II. Make of clay and place on map: 
a. The first house built in West Hartford 
b. The first saw mill 
III. Arrange in alphabetical form the words learned before 
the story. 
IV. Copy the following phrases under the correct person's 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
name. 
a. Came to Connecticut from Massachusetts 
b. Helped his son to buy land in the West Division 
c. Later moved to Massachusetts 
d. Sold land and moved to Hartford 
e. Helped to settle the Hartford Colony 
f. Was the first white man to live in West Hartford 
g. His house was probably at 183 North Main Street 
h. Was a leader as a sort of town councilman 
Thomas Hosmer 
1. 
2. 
4. 
5. 
Stephen Ho·smer 
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Noah Webster 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words, phrases, 
and meanings. 
statue 
judge (two meanings) 
Revolutionary War 
pastor 
Rev. 
prepared 
continue 
education 
II. Locate on maps: 
published 
grammar 
Grammatical Treatise 
dictionary 
board of trustees 
statesman 
monument 
text 
A. New Haven - Connecticut map 
B. Glastonbury - Connecticut map 
c. Cambridge - Massachusetts map 
D. Amherst - Massachusetts map 
E. Goshen - New York map 
Noah Webster 
Aunt Jennie had made some sugar cookies. Mary and Bill bad 
been invited to have some of this good cooking. 
As Mary, Bill and Aunt Jennie sat in the living room eating 
cookies and having a good time talking, Mary said, "Aunt Jennie, 
as we were on our way to your house, we passed a large statue 
of a man. It was near the public library. We didn't know What 
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the statue was about, so we went into the public library. We 
asked the librarian what the statue was, and she said, 'That is 
a statue of Noah Webster.' The librarian also showed us a large 
picture of Noah Webster. This picture hung on the wall in the 
library." 
"Yes, Mary," said Bill, "and she showed us a small statue 
just like the one we saw outside. We asked her why there was 
a picture and a statue in the library and why there was a 
larger statue outside. The librarian answered, 'Noah Webster 
was born in West Hartford. The library is named The Noah Web-
ster Library. The large picture that you see on that wall was 
a gift from the school children of West Hartford in 1917 (about 
thirty-eight years ago}.' 
"We said, 'Thank you,' and came out of the library. But 
I wish we knew more about this man, Noah Webster." 
"I know about Noah Webster," said Aunt Jennie. "Would 
you like to hear the story?" 
"Yes, yes, we would," said Mary and Bill together. 
So this is the story that Aunt Jennie told to Mary and 
Bill -
"Noah Webster was born on October 16, 1758, on a large 
farm on South Main Street. A relative on his father's side, 
Jobn Webster, was once governor of Connecticut. A relative on 
his mother's side, William Bradford, was once governor of 
Massachusetts. Noah's father was a well known man of West 
Hartford. He was a judge and an officer of the church. During 
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the Revolutionary War he was in service as a captain or a com-
pany or soldiers. 
"Noah rinished the public school in West Hartrord. Prob-
ably he went to the one known as the South Middle School which 
was nearest to his home. He went to another school, too, the 
Hopkins Grammar School in Hartford. A pastor of the village 
church, Rev. Dr. Ramhan Perkins, prepared one hundred fifty 
young men for college. Noah Webster was one of these men. 
Noah Webster entered Yale College in New Haven, Connecticut. 
He made this journey to New Haven on horseback. 
"While he was in college, General George Washington passed 
through New Haven on his way to Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
General washington was going to be in charge of the American 
Army. 
"At one time General Washington and his friends were on 
their way rrom New Haven to Hartford. They were led, ror a 
distance, by a drum and fife band. Noah Webster played a rife 
in this band." 
"MyJ Noah Webster must have been excited about seeing 
General Washington," said Bill. 
"No doubt that he was,n replied Aunt Jennie. 
"Please tell us some more, 11 asked Mary. 
So Aunt Jennie continued, "After rinishing at Yale College, 
Noah taught school for a time in Glastonbury, Connecticut; 
West Hartford, Connecticut, and other towns. Then he went to 
Goshen, New York. While teaching in New York, he wrote and 
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published his first book called, 'A Grammatical Treatise.' 
This was a reader and a grammar book. Noah Webster felt that 
the public schools did not have enough textbooks. He wanted to 
help out the schools by writing books. So he wrote 'The Webster 
Spelling Book.• Many of these were sold in all parts of the 
country. He made a good living for a number of years from the 
money that he received on the sale of these spelling books. 
He also published a 'Dictionary of the English Language'." 
"There are so many words in a dictionary, how could anyone 
publish one?" asked Bill. 
"Well," explained Aunt Jennie, "Noah Webster changed some 
of the words." 
"I still don't understand," said Bill. 
"Let's get my dictionary, 11 . said Aunt Jennie, 11 and I'll try 
to show you what Noah Webster did." 
As Aunt Jennie looked through the dictionary, she found 
examples of some of the words that Noah Webster changed. 
These are some of the words: 
gaol to jail 
Febrewarie to February 
traveller to traveler 
"Now, I understand," said Bill. 
"Aunt Jennie, do you know any more about Noah Webster?" 
asked Mary. 
"Yes, Noah Webster lived in Amherst, Massachusetts, for 
several years. He became interested in a college in that com-
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munity •. Noah Webster was elected president of the board of 
trustees of Amherst College. 
"Many, many people think of Noah Webster as a great man. 
He was a great writer. He was very interested in education. 
He was also called a great statesman. 
"After Noah Webster moved from West Hartford, he used to 
return to visit the home of his boyhood days. 
"Before Noah Webster died, he gave many of' his own books 
to West Hartford. Later these books were used as a beginning 
for a public library in the community. 
"Noah Webster died in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1843 
(over one hundred years ago). A monument has been placed at 
his grave in the Central Cemetery of New Haven, Connecticut." 
"Yes, Aunt Jennie, Noah Webster was a great man," said 
Mary. 
"Aunt Jennie, is Noah Webster's birthplace still standing?" 
asked Bill. 
"Yes, Bill," answered Aunt Jennie. "It is on South Main 
street, but it has been changed. Beside the road, right near 
his birthplace, is a sign telling about it." 
nwe had two treats today, Aunt Jennie," said Mary. "We 
had some good cookies and a good story. 11 
nyes, and we thank you for both," said Bill. 
"We must be home before dark. Thanks again," said Mary. 
"You are very welcome. Come again," said Aunt Jennie. 
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Activities (after story is read) 
I. From A Dictionary for Boys and Girl~ (Webster's Elemen-
tary Dictionary), find another way to spell the follow-
ing: 
a. plough d. theater 
b. honor e. traveled 
c. centre 
II. Several words in the English language have been changed 
because of Noah Webster's work in spelling. Make a 
small dictionary of some of these words. 
III. Plan a trip to see: 
a. Noah Webster's birthplace 
b. The Noah Webster Public Library 
c. The statue of Noah Webster in front of the town 
hall 
IV. Af'ter your trip, make a clay model of: 
a. Noah Webster 
b. Noah Webster's birthplace 
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Churches of the West Division 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
permission announce 
welcomed editor 
auction Episcopal 
bidder Baptist 
expenses Methodist 
offering Beth-Israel 
sexton Apostle 
toll Q.uaker 
Congregational site 
Churches of the West Division 
Sunday dinner was over. Mary, Bill, and father had helped 
mother with the dishes. Father felt the need of a nap. Mother 
thought it would be good to read. 
"Mary," said Bill, "Let's take a walk over to Aunt 
Jennie's." 
"Let's do thatl" agreed Mary. 
With mother and father's permission, out the door the 
children hurried. 
After the children had been welcomed by Aunt Jennie, they 
all settled down for a nice little chat. Mary said to Aunt 
Jennie, "There were many people in church this morning." 
Aunt Jennie said, "Yes, and I saw you there, too." 
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"Aunt Jennie, I'll bet that you could tell us about the 
churches in West Hartford," said Bill. 
ttwell, I like to tell those kinds of stories," said Aunt 
Jennie. 
"Would you, please?" asked Mary. 
"I'd love to," said Aunt Jennie. 
"About the year 1712 (over two hundred years ago), the 
first church was built in West Hartford. This was built near 
the center. The group of people who started this church called 
themselves the West Hartford Society. Thirty years later, near 
the first site, a second church was built. Then about ninety 
years later, the third church was built. The reason for build-
ing these three churches at different times was because each 
of the churches needed to be larger. 
"An auction would be held to rent the pews of the church 
to the highest bidder. The money received from the rent of the 
pews helped to pay the expenses of the church .• 
"This plan continued for many years. In later years, the 
pews were free, and the expenses were paid by the free offerings 
of the people who went to that church. 
"In the olden days, people walked to church or rode in 
family wagons and carriages. It was not proper for one team to 
pass another on the way to church. 
"Right near the church were the horse sheds where the men 
would hitch their horses. 
"The church had a sexton whose duty it was to ring the 
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church bell each Sunday. At first he would ring the bell rather 
fast, then be would toll it. This tolling meant that it was 
time for the church service to begin. 
"The ringing of the church bell not only announced the 
beginning of a church service, but it would be tolled to an-
nounce a death or a funeral in the town. When there was a fire 
in the town, the church bell would be rung very fast. Also, 
it was rung on the fourth of July. 
"Before churches had organs, many times the choir would 
sing and a violin would be played. Thomas Brace was choir 
leader of the Congregational Church for over forty years. This 
is thought of as a long time for such a duty. 
"In 1780 (about one hundred seventy-five years ago) -, the 
Qu~kers came from New York to the West Division. They bought 
land on what is now Quaker Lane, near the place where the small 
cemetery is now located. There they built a meetinghouse and 
a schoolhouse. 
"John Greenleaf Whittier, the Quaker poet, came to Hartford 
in 1830 and became editor of the New England Review. He was an 
officer in this church. 
"At first, the Quaker schoolhouse was used for a school 
for only children of the Quaker families, but later it became a 
public school. Later Benjamin Gilbert, a Quaker, bought the 
meetinghouse and the schoolhouse and had them drawn by many 
yokes of oxen farther north on Quaker Lane. The houses were 
made over so that people could live in them. 
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"Later on, the Saint James Episcopal Church was built. 
Many families gave gifts to this church, such as windows, an 
organ, a bell, and money. A few years later, this church 
joined Saint John's Episcopal Church on Farmington Avenue. 
"About three years after the Saint James Episcopal Church 
had started, the Baptist Church was built. 
"As years went on, the following churches were built: Elm-
wood Community Church, Swedish Methodist Church, The Park Street 
Chapel, Saint Bridgets Church, The Church of Saint Thomas the 
Apostle, and the three Jewish Congregations known as Beth-David, 
Beth-El, and Beth-Israel." 
"Aunt Jennie, did they have Sunday School, too?" asked 
Bill. 
"Yes, Bill, many of the churches did have Sunday School. 
Many of the early churches had church on Sunday morning and an 
evening service, too," replied Aunt Jennie. 
"Hereafter, as I sit in my church, I will remember that 
there are other people going to other churches, too," said Bill. 
Activities (after the story is read) 
I. The words toll and shed have more than one meaning. 
Give the two meanings of each of these words. Make a 
list of other words that have more than one meaning. 
Discuss the meanings. 
II. Make a clay scene. Show the following: 
A. A church of long ago 
B. People going to church 
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c. Horses being hitched in the horse sheds 
D. The sexton tolling the bell 
III. Put the number of the word in front of the definition 
which explains the word. 
1. auction 4. expense 
2. sexton 5. bidder 
3. toll 
one who makes an offer. 
the cost of anything. 
a public sale at which things are sold. 
to cause a bell to sound with slow strokes. 
an officer in the church who takes care of the 
church and property. 
They Had Fun, Also 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
neighborly Whitman Falls 
picnics 
swampy 
pasture _ 
Bartlett's Tower 
Talcott Mountain 
Shuttle Meadow 
Selden Hill 
Wadsworth Atheneum 
husks 
sleigh 
reservoir 
Historical society 
tavern 
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II. Locate on maps: 
Windsor - map of Connecticut 
Rockville - map of Connecticut 
New Britain - map of Connecticut 
New York state - map of United States 
Ohio - map of United States 
TPey Had Fun, Also 
Mary, Bill, father, and mother had just finished their 
evening meal. As father looked at the clock, he said, "It's 
six thirty. Right now there is to be a very good television 
show which I'm sure all of us would enjoy. Would you like to 
see i t? 11 
Everyone agreed with a "Yes, we would!" 
So mother left her work and seated herself in a comfortable 
chair in the living room near Mary, Bill, and father. 
Father was right. The television show was very good. 
"Mother," said Mary. 11did the early settlers of West Hart-
ford have good shows like this one?" 
Mother laughed and said, "No, Mary, the early settlers 
didn't have television, any movie theaters, radio or record 
player. n 
"They didn'tl 11 said Bill with a surprised look. "What did 
they do for fun?" 
11Bill, 11 said father, "the early settlers did have a lot of 
fun, but in quite a different way than we have our fun now." 
11Yes, 11 agreed mother. "They ~njoyed themselves in those 
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days just as much as we do now. This is how the early settlers 
had fun. 
"The families who lived near one another enjoyed visiting 
each other's homes. Maybe they would share their flowers, 
fruits, or vegetables with their neighbor. Maybe they would 
just call to ask how their neighbor was and talk about the 
latest news. Their neighborly spirit was sometimes shown when 
families would get together to have picnics. They didn't go to 
our famous Elizabeth Park as we do now. At that time Elizabeth 
Park was a swampy wooded pasture. 
"Bartlett's Tower on Talcott Mountain, Shuttle Meadow Lake 
near New Britain, Burr's Grove, Seldan Hill and Whitman Falls 
were places where many families liked to go for picnics. 
"In the autumn or fall, the farmers held huad.ng bees in 
their banns. The barns would be lighted by lanterns. People 
who came to the husking bee would help the farmer husk his cor.n. 
As they husked the corn, they would tell stories and sometimes 
sing songs. After the husking bee, they would feast on dough-
nuts, apples, and pumpkin pies. 
"Maybe someone had built a new house or had a wedding. 
Friends and neighbors would go to the new home bringing gifts 
and food for their surprise party. 
11 In the winter, people had a lot of fun on sleigh ride 
parties. The farmer would hitch his horses to a two horse 
sleigh. The riders would sit down in the straw on the floor 
of the sleigh. The sleigh bells on the horses and sleigh would 
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jingle. People would sing happy songs as they rode along over 
the drifted roads. The sleigh riders would go as far as Windsor, 
Rockville, or New Britain. They would have supper at the 
tavern and return home maybe by a different or longer road. 
"A great event was when a family might visit their friend 
or relative in another part of the state. They would travel by 
family carriages or wagons. A distance of forty or fifty miles 
was quite a trip in those days. 
"When anyone in West Hartford had company who had come 
from quite a distance, it was fun to hitch the horse to a car-
riage and take the company sightseeing in Hartford. The com-
pany would be shown the reservoir on Lord's Hill, the old 
Statehouse with its little park and fountain, the collactions 
in the rooms of the Connecticut Historical Society, the Charter 
Oak and the Wadsworth Atheneum. 
"Many times the early settlers of West Hartford would re-
turn the visit. This often happened during the summer time 
after the haying was done. The family would stop at mid-day 
to eat at some tavern. The horse would have a chance to rest, 
too. Then after lunch, the family would continue their journey. 
"A journey to New York State or Ohio was quite a trip in 
the olden days. Some of our early settler would even try this 
journey with horse and carriage. 
"Thanksgiving Day was a day when people came back to their 
childhood homes. On this day they would gather with their 
families and go to church. After church, they would have their 
big Tbe.nksgi ving d_inner, a very happy time for all." 
40 
"Those early settlers really had a lot of fun even if they 
didn't have the things that we have now, didn't they, Mother?" 
11Yes, they worked very hard and yet found time for their 
fun, too," replied mother. 
"Well, children, shall we call mother's story our bed-time 
story for tonight?" asked father. 
"Yes," agreed Mary and Bill. 
"Thank you, Mother. It was very interesting," said Mary. 
"I thank you, too, Mother," said Bill. 
"Good night," said both children as they started for bed. 
Activities (after the story is read) 
I. Make a frieze. It might be called "How Our Ancestors 
Had Fun." 
II. Complete these sentences by writing in the word below 
that will make the sentence correct. Use a dictionary, 
if necessary. 
theater 
swampy 
husk 
neighbor 
lanterns 
picnic 
pasture 
reservoir 
sleigh 
atheneum 
1. Something like a carriage or wagon with runners is 
a 
2. A 
------
is a building in which motion pictures 
or a play is shown. 
3. A------ is an outdoor party where food is 
served and eaten. 
4. A --------- land is a wet piece of land. 
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5. A looks something like a field. 
6. A building where one can study about science, art, and 
writings is called an 
7. A box-like case over a light is a 
8. The covering on the outside of corn is called a 
9. A place where water is kept for homes to use is called 
a 
10. A----- is a person who lives near another. 
Early Schools of the West Division 
Introductorz Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
special prepared 
committee deliver 
ancestors benefits 
introduced managed 
mentioned public 
entry private 
platform founded 
attached 
Early Schools of the West Division 
It was a very special day for Miss Hosmer and the third 
grade of room four. Bill and Mary were on that special com-
mittee which had invited Mr. Goodwin to speak to their class 
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about the "Early Schools of the West Division." 
Mr. Goodwin knew about the early schools because his 
ancestors were among some of the well known families who helped 
to build the education of the West Div~sion. He was very in-
terested in education and was always glad to talk about it. 
It was one-thirty in the afternoon. Someone was rapping 
at the door of room four. Mary hurried to the door. "Good 
afternoon, Mr. Goodwin, please come in. We are very glad to 
see you," said Mary. 
"Good afternoon," said Mr. Goodwin. "I'm glad to be here, 
too." 
"May I take your coat?" asked Bill. 
"Good afternoon, Mr. Goodwin," said Miss Hosmer. "We have 
been looking forward to your visit." 
After Miss Hosmer and Mr. Goodwin had talked a short time, 
Mr. Goodwin was introduced to the class by Bill. 
As the whole class quietly listened, Mr. Goodwin told this 
story about "Early Schools of the West Division." 
"The building of schoolhouses in West Hartford was men-
tioned over two hundred years ago. One schoolhouse was built 
at the northern part of the West Division, one at the southern 
part, and one at the Center. 
"These schoolhouses were very different from the ones that 
we have now. There was one outside door at one end of the 
building. This door opened into a small room called an entry 
or, as we say, a small hallway. Here, the girls and boys left 
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their coats, hats, and boots. A water pail and dipper was 
usually found on a shelf in this entry. Sometimes a door led 
from this entry into a dark room where the wood for the fire 
was stored. Another door led to the schoolroom. Here we would 
see the teacher's desk and chair on a high platform on one side 
of the room. Sometimes the stove was in one corner of the 
room and sometimes it would be in the middle of the room with 
the stove pipe going across the room into the chimney. 
"The older girls and boys sat on benches facing the walls. 
Attached to the walls were slanting shelves which were the 
children's desks. The younger girls and boys sat on smaller 
benches in the middle of the room. They did not have any desks. 
"The chalk board was a plain board painted black. It 
could be moved to different parts of the room. 
"These children did not have the supplies to work with as 
you girls and boys have today. 
"Usually for the winter term of six months, their teacher 
was a man. He was called 'master.• A woman teacher or 'dame• 
was the teacher for the summer term of three months. The 
teacher's duties were to build the fires and sweep the school-
house as well as to teach the children. The teacher lived at 
the pupils' homes which was to be part of his pay. The amount 
of time that the teacher spent at each home would depend upon 
the number · of pupils in that home who went to school. If only 
one child went to school, the teacher would stay a short time. 
If more than one child went ~o school, the teacher would stay 
a longer time. 
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"The schoolhouse was kept warm in the winter by the wood 
which each family would cut and deliver to the school. Usually 
it was one half a cord for each child that went to school. 
This wood had to be delivered to the school within fourteen 
days of the opening of the school. If a parent did not give 
fire wood to the school, the child could not receive benefits 
of the fire. This might have meant that they could not go to 
school or that they were not allowed to stand or sit near the 
stove when the room was cold. 
liThe schools were managed by two committees. 
School Committee Which usually had five members. 
One was the 
This commit-
tee would have the general care of the school. The other com-
mittee was the Visiting Committee. This committee was usually 
made up of the most highly educated men in the town. They were 
members, such as the minister, doctor, lawyer, or judge. They 
visited each school twice each term. They would usually ask 
the pupils and teachers questions. 
"Taxes helped to pay for the schools, also. 
"In the olden days, the children did not have special 
teachers as you children do now. About sixty years ago the 
schools began to have lessons in singing by a special teacher. 
"Long ago Rev. Nathan Perkins prepared about one hundred 
boys for college at his home on 15 South Main Street. 
"Thomas Gallaudet founded the American School for the Deaf 
which is on 139 North Main Street. This was the first school 
of its kind in America. 
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"Some of the other private schools that are now located in 
West Hartford are Saint Joseph College; The Robinson School; 
Kingswood, a country day and preparatory school for boys; Ox-
ford School for girls; and the Junior School, which has all 
grades from kindergarten through grade six. 
"Many, many changes have taken place since the beginning 
of our schools in West Hartford. We have grown to be a very 
large family of schools. In our public schools we have one 
high school, three junior high schools, and thirteen elementary 
schools." 
"Mr. Goodwin, I never thought that West Hartford had so 
many schools, 11 said Bill. 
"Neither did wel" said the rest of the class. 
"Mr. Goodwin, we do thank you for telling us about the 
schools of West Hartford, 11 said Miss Hosmer. 
"Yes, we do," agreed all of the class. 
Activities (after the story is read) 
I. Find out the names of the public schools of West 
Hartford. 
II. Why were these named? 
III. Compare your school with the very early school of the 
West Division as to: 
A. Size of building 
B. Number of rooms 
c. Desks and chairs 
D. Chalk and bulletin boards 
E. Supplies 
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IV. Place the words and phrases under the correct title: 
1. pail of water and dipper 9. chalk board 
2. drinking rountain 10. wood stove 
3. benches 11. furnace 
4. chairs 12. two rooms 
5. desks or tables 13. from seven to ~wenty-
6. shelves from the walls eight rooms 
7. high platform 14. entry 
8. board painted black 15. coat room 
Early Schools of the Schools of Today in 
West Division West Hartford 
Roads and Wheels 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
II~ 
Turnpike 
traveler 
pathway 
expected 
cobble-stones 
Locate on map: 
New Britain Avenue 
Corbin 1 s Corner 
Park Street 
Park Road 
Mountain Road 
Selden Hill 
Albany Avenue 
Flagg Road 
Farmington Avenue 
Hartford 
Avon 
Farmington 
Bloomfield 
Simsbury 
straightened 
omnibus 
Wethersfield 
leveled 
- map of West Hartford 
" '' 
ft 
" 
" " " " 
" " " 
It 
" " " " 
" " " " 
" " " " 
" " " 
n 
" " " " 
- map of Connecticut 
" " " 
" " " 
II It 
" 
" " " 
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Roads and Wheels 
The third grade was listening to Miss Hosmer. 
showing the girls and boys a map of West Hartford. 
She was 
She was 
telling the class about the main roads that were traveled in 
the olden days. 
"There were three main roads from Hartford through the 
West Division," explained Miss Hosmer. 
"One road was known as the South Road to Farmington. It 
followed the present highway of New Britain Avenue to Corbin's 
Corner and over to Farmington. 
"The second road was called the South Middle Road to 
Farmington. This went from the South Green in Hartford (which 
is now Barnard Park), along the present Park Street and Park 
Road to Mountain Road. This went over Selden Hill northwest 
into what is now the southern part of Avon. It is now called 
the Mountain Spring Road. 
11 The third road was in the northern part of the West Divi-
sion. This road went from Hartford along our present Albany 
Avenue to the main street, then to what is now Flagg Road. 
"The first roads from Hartford to the West Division were 
just hilly pathways. 
"Farmington Avenue, which is a very long avenue, was first 
called Farmington Turnpike. 
"Along the roads were hotels where the traveler could stop 
to rest his horse and himself. At the hotel he would also get 
something to eat. 
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"During the s_pringtime the roads were a muddy clay. Some-
times it was impossible to travel on these because of the deep 
mud. In the winter the roads were often blocked with snow 11 
drifts. I 
'I 
"Farmers were expected to care for the roads which passed ' 
their own land. Later, they sold the cobblestones which they 
had on their land. The workmen on the road used this cobble-
stone for making better roads. 
"Many of these roads were just wagon trails. Later these 
trails were too steep for the street cars to climb. Thus, the 
hills had to be leveled and the roads had to be straightened. 
"Trees had to be cut down because they would keep the snow 
and ice from melting. 
"Along some of the roads were stone mile posts. From 
these posts the driver could measure the distance he bad 
traveled." 
As Miss Hosmer was explaining about the first roads to the ' 
class, Bill had a question. 
"Mi~s Hosmer, how did the people travel in the olden days?~ 
"That's a good question," replied Miss Hosmer. So Miss 
Hosmer continued. 
11At the very beginning of the West Division, most of the 
early settlers had their own horses. Those who didn't have 
horses would ride with their neighbors who did have them. 
"It was quite conunon for people to walk from one town to 
another. They would also walk to Hartford and back again. 
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11 As years went on, people would walk to Hartford to work. 
After their work, they wou.ld walk back again. 
"Some of the girls and boys would walk to and from Hart-
ford High School. 
"Mr. Frederick Brace had a wagon made for carrying people. 
This was called an 'omnibus'. This omnibus had windows on both 
sides and a driver's seat in front. The driver's seat had a 
roof. At the back of the omnibus were steps which led to a 
door where the riders would enter. 
"Mr. Brace took passengers to Hartford. He would leave 
West Hartford Center each morning at nine o'clock and return 
from Hartford to West Hartford Center about four o'clock in 
the afternoon. This business of Mr. Brace's continued for some 
time. Later, two trips a day were made to Hartford. 
"Mr. William Seymour bought a wagon which was quite dif-
ferent. The driver' a seat was rhtgh upon the top of the wagon. 
11 Mr. Seymour had a business of making trips from West 
Hartford Center to Hartford. He made these trips twice a day. 
He could easily do this because he also had a business of buying 
and selling horses. He could make changes of horses as often 
as necessary for the trip. 
"Later on, people traveled on a horse car line. This was 
known as the Hartford and Wethersfield Horse Railway Company. 
"The first horse car looked like a wagon with a roof with 
windows on each side and a driver's seat with a roof in the 
front of the horse car. At the back of the car the passengers 
would enter. Two horses would pull this car. Each hour the 
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car made a trip from West Hartford Center to Hartford. The 
fare was ten cents each way. 
"About five years later the electric or trolley car started 
to run in the West Division. Trips were made each day. 
~en there was talk about building a railroad from Hart-
ford to the state of New York, the early settlers wanted to have 
the railroad go through the West Division. They tried to show 
the railroad company that it would help to build up the busi-
ness in the West Division as well as to help the business of 
the railroad company. But the railroad company decided they 
could make more money by having the railroad go through Bloom-
field and Simsbury." 
"Our roads have changed a lot," said Mary. 
"Yes, and our ways of traveling certainly changed, too," 
said Bill. 
The whole class agreed that it was much easier now to get 
from West Hartford to Hartford than it was many years ago. 
Activities (after the story is read) 
I. Learn the directions: 
north south east west 
II. Imagine you are one of the early settlers who owns a 
horse. You are taking passengers from the West Divi-
sion to Hartford. You have stopped at a hotel to get 
food and rest. You are talking with other drivers. 
Tell about the roads and your trips. 
Dramatize these experiences. 
,, 
I 
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III. Draw a picture of the following: 
A. An omnibus 
B. Mr. Seymour's wagon 
c. A horse car 
Early Industries of the West Division 
Introductory Activities 
I. Before the story is read, teach new words and meanings: 
industries 
conversation 
supplies 
caverns 
ore 
copper mine 
grist 
II. Locate on maps: 
Trout Brook 
Elmwood 
Vermont 
blacksmith cobbler 
brandy distilleries harvested 
creamery located 
pottery founded 
peddle suggested 
shod imagine 
- map of West Hartford 
- map of West Hartford 
- map of New England 
New York City -map of New York 
Early Industries of the West Division 
One Saturday morning as Bill woke up, be was thinking of 
something. He jumped out of bed, washed, and dressed, and 
quick-as-a-wink, he was at the family breakfast table. 
Mother, Daddy, Mary, and Bill were ~arrying on the usual 
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morning conversation when Bill thought, "Now is the time to 
ask my question. Dad, what are you going to do today?" 
"I haven't anything special planned, Son, why?" 
"Well, Dad, I've been thinking that I'd like to go fishing 
today. Would you go with me?" asked Bill. 
"Yes, I'd like to go," replied Bill's father. 
Within one half hour, Bill and his father had their lunches 
and fishing supplies in the car and were on the way to Trout 
Brook. 
Whatftm Bill had that morning! Yes, Dad had fun, too. 
At lunch time as hungry Bill and his dad sat under some 
trees enjoying their food, Dad said, "Bill, there's an interest-
ing story about Trout Brook." 
"You know me, Dad, I do like stories. Please tell me 
about it." 
"Well, years ago, Trout Brook was first called Northwest 
River. Then it was given the name Noyes River, and now it is 
called Trout Brook. Yes, at one time it was given the name of 
Mine Brook because it came from caverns in the mountains. As 
it rushed along, it washed pieces of ore from the base of a 
copper mine deep in the rocks. 
"It was by this stream that the first settler put up his 
grist mill. Saw mills were built by Trout Brook, too. The 
early settlers began cutting off the trees and cutting the 
logs for lumber. From the lumber, buildings were made. 
Blacksmith shops were built along Trout Brook, too. 
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"At the south end of the West Division (what is now Elm-
wood), there was a lot of clay. Here potteries and places to 
make bricks began to be built. Thus, the early settlers made 
good use of nature's gifts to the West Division--timber, water 
power, and clay." 
"Dad, what other kinds of work did West Hartford have?" 
asked Bill. 
"Well, son, these small industries grew to larger ones 
and led to other industries, such as a woolen mill, wagon and 
shoe shops, three brandy distilleries, and many cider mills. 
"Many early settlers came to the West Division from Eng-
land. Some of the names of these families were Ebenezer Faxon, 
who set up a pottery business. Sa mel Talcott built a mill 
near the pottery and started the woolen business. Then the 
Elmwood Creamery and a grist mill took over this spot. Henry 
C. Goodwin built up a very good pottery business. In those 
early days, Mr. Goodwin would hitch his horse to a wagon, load 
the wagon with pottery, and peddle it from town to town. Some-
times Mr. Goodwin would travel as far as Vermont to sell his 
pottery. He carried on a very good pottery business. 
"A famous grist mill on the west side of Trout Brook near 
the Center was Brace's mill. This mill had a grain store which 
carried a good business. 
"At the blacksmith shops, horses and oxen were shod • . 
Tools and chains were mended. Levi Sedgwick was a popular 
blacksmith in the olden days. In those days, the wagons and 
carts had iron tires on the wheels. So whenever the farmer 
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needed to have tires set on his wagons and carts, he would to 
to the blacksmith shop. 
"George Gates had a hand-made churn business. Shoes were 
made to order by cobblers. 
"Edwin Arnold had an ice business and harvested ice for 
customers in West Hartford and Hartford and at two different 
times shipped fifty car loads of ice to New York City. 
"Many farms and dairies were in West Hartford, also. Al-
most every farmer had his own tobacco patch. The growing of 
tobacco b e came a very well known industry. Joseph Bishop bad 
a tobacco warehouse located at what is now Bishop's Corners. 
"Many West Division dairymen peddled milk to Hart.ford. 
Later, creameries were built. 
"In a small store the post office would be found, but 
Leonard Buckland became the founder of the store of today." 
"Dad, all of this bas been so interestingl" said Bill. 
"Yes, Bill, many times when I start telling about the good 
old days of the West Division, I even forget what time it is," 
said father. 
"Now that we have caught some trout and had our lunch 
and a story, maybe we'd better start back home," suggested 
father. 
"Yes, I imagine Mother and Mary will be looking for us," 
replied Bill. 
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Activities (after the story is read) 
I. Find out what is done at the following: 
A. grist mill 
B. brandy distillery 
c. cider mill 
D. saw mill 
E. blacksmith shop 
F. creamery 
II. Find out how the following is made: 
A. pottery 
B. bricks 
c. cider 
D. butter 
III. Make a frieze of the "Early Industries of the West 
Division." 
IV. Find out some of the industries of today that are 
carried on in West Hartford. 
v. Compare the early industries of West Hartford with the 
industries of today. 
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